
                                             
 

Evensong at St Michael’s, Brentor 

14th Sunday after Trinity 

Led by Rev Dr Hazel Butland

 
 
The leader may begin with some words of Scripture. 
Leader: DEARLY beloved, the Scripture moveth us in sundry places to 
acknowledge and confess our manifold sins and wickedness. Wherefore I pray 
and beseech you, as many as are here present, to accompany me with a pure 

heart, and humble voice, unto the throne of the heavenly grace, saying with 
me the general confession: 
ALL: ALMIGHTY and most merciful Father, We have erred, and strayed from 
thy ways like lost sheep, We have followed too much the devices and 
desires of our own hearts, We have offended against thy holy laws, We have 
left undone those things which we ought to have done, And we have done 
those things which we ought not to have done, And there is no health in us: 
But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us miserable offenders; Spare thou 
them, O God, which confess their faults, Restore thou them that are 
penitent, According to thy promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesu 
our Lord: And grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, That we may 
hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, To the glory of thy holy 
Name. Amen. 
Leader: Grant we beseech thee, merciful Lord, to thy faithful people pardon 
and peace, that they may be cleansed from all their sins, and serve thee 
with a quiet mind; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
ALL: OUR Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass 
against us; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, For ever and ever. Amen. 
Leader: O Lord, open thou our lips. 
All: And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 
Leader: O God, make speed to save us. 
All: O Lord, make haste to help us. 
Leader: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
All: As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without 
end. Amen. 
Leader: Praise ye the Lord. 
All: The Lord's Name be praised. 
 

Psalm 119: 41-56  
Let your faithful love come unto me, O Lord,   
even your salvation, according to your promise. 
42  Then shall I answer those who taunt me,   
for my trust is in your word. 
43  O take not the word of truth utterly out of my mouth,   
for my hope is in your judgements. 
44  So shall I always keep your law;   



I shall keep it for ever and ever.  
45  I will walk at liberty,   
because I study your commandments. 
46  I will tell of your testimonies, even before kings,   
and will not be ashamed. 
47  My delight shall be in your commandments,   
which I have greatly loved. 
48  My hands will I lift up to your commandments, which I love,   
and I will meditate on your statutes. 
49  Remember your word to your servant, 
on which you have built my hope. 
50  This is my comfort in my trouble,   
that your promise gives me life. 
51  The proud have derided me cruelly,   
but I have not turned aside from your law. 
52  I have remembered your everlasting judgements, O Lord,   
and have been comforted.  
53  I am seized with indignation at the wicked,   
for they have forsaken your law. 
54  Your statutes have been like songs to me   
in the house of my pilgrimage. 
55  I have thought on your name in the night, O Lord,   
and so have I kept your law. 
56  These blessings have been mine,   
for I have kept your commandments. 
 

Ezekiel 20:1-8, 33-44 (New Living translation) 
The Rebellion of Israel 
20 During the seventh year of King Jehoiachin’s captivity, some of the leaders 
of Israel came to request a message from the LORD. They sat down in front of 
me to wait for his reply. 2 Then this message came to me from the LORD: 3 “Son 
of man, tell the leaders of Israel, ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: How 
dare you come to ask me for a message? As surely as I live, says the 
Sovereign LORD, I will tell you nothing!’ 
4 “Son of man, bring charges against them and condemn them. Make them 
realize how detestable the sins of their ancestors really were. 5 Give them this 
message from the Sovereign LORD: When I chose Israel—when I revealed 
myself to the descendants of Jacob in Egypt—I took a solemn oath that I, 
the LORD, would be their God. 6 I took a solemn oath that day that I would 

bring them out of Egypt to a land I had discovered and explored for them—a 
good land, a land flowing with milk and honey, the best of all lands 
anywhere. 7 Then I said to them, ‘Each of you, get rid of the vile images you 
are so obsessed with. Do not defile yourselves with the idols of Egypt, for I 
am the LORD your God.’ 8 “But they rebelled against me and would not listen. 
They did not get rid of the vile images they were obsessed with, or forsake 
the idols of Egypt. Then I threatened to pour out my fury on them to satisfy 
my anger while they were still in Egypt. 33 As surely as I live, says the 
Sovereign LORD, I will rule over you with an iron fist in great anger and with 
awesome power. 34 And in anger I will reach out with my strong hand and 
powerful arm, and I will bring you back  from the lands where you are 
scattered. 35 I will bring you into the wilderness of the nations, and there I will 
judge you face to face. 36 I will judge you there just as I did your ancestors in 
the wilderness after bringing them out of Egypt, says the Sovereign LORD. 37 I 
will examine you carefully and hold you to the terms of the covenant. 38 I will 
purge you of all those who rebel and revolt against me. I will bring them out 
of the countries where they are in exile, but they will never enter the land of 
Israel. Then you will know that I am the LORD39 “As for you, O people of Israel, 
this is what the Sovereign LORD says: Go right ahead and worship your idols, 
but sooner or later you will obey me and will stop bringing shame on my holy 
name by worshiping idols. 40 For on my holy mountain, the great mountain of 
Israel, says the Sovereign LORD, the people of Israel will someday worship me, 
and I will accept them. There I will require that you bring me all your offerings 
and choice gifts and sacrifices. 41 When I bring you home from exile, you will 
be like a pleasing sacrifice to me. And I will display my holiness through you 
as all the nations watch. 42 Then when I have brought you home to the land I 
promised with a solemn oath to give to your ancestors, you will know that I 
am the LORD. 43 You will look back on all the ways you defiled yourselves and 
will hate yourselves because of the evil you have done. 44 You will know that 
I am the LORD, O people of Israel, when I have honoured my name by treating 
you mercifully in spite of your wickedness. I, the Sovereign LORD, have 
spoken!” 
 

The Magnificat, or Song of Mary 

Paul Speaks to the Ephesian Elders: Acts 20: 17-38 
17 From Miletus he sent a message to Ephesus, asking the elders of the church 
to meet him. 18 When they came to him, he said to them: 



‘You yourselves know how I lived among you the entire time from the first 
day that I set foot in Asia, 19 serving the Lord with all humility and with tears, 
enduring the trials that came to me through the plots of the Jews. 20 I did not 
shrink from doing anything helpful, proclaiming the message to you and 
teaching you publicly and from house to house, 21 as I testified to both Jews 
and Greeks about repentance towards God and faith towards our Lord 
Jesus. 22 And now, as a captive to the Spirit, I am on my way to Jerusalem, not 
knowing what will happen to me there, 23 except that the Holy Spirit testifies 
to me in every city that imprisonment and persecutions are waiting for 
me. 24 But I do not count my life of any value to myself, if only I may finish my 
course and the ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the 
good news of God’s grace. 

  
 

 

25 ‘And now I know that none of you, among whom I have gone about 
proclaiming the kingdom, will ever see my face again. 26 Therefore I declare 
to you this day that I am not responsible for the blood of any of you, 27 for I 
did not shrink from declaring to you the whole purpose of God. 28 Keep watch 
over yourselves and over all the flock, of which the Holy Spirit has made you 
overseers, to shepherd the church of God that he obtained with the blood of 
his own Son. 29 I know that after I have gone, savage wolves will come in 

among you, not sparing the flock. 30 Some even from your own group will 
come distorting the truth in order to entice the disciples to the blood of his 
own Son. 29 I know that after I have gone, savage wolves will come in among 
you, not sparing the flock. 30 Some even from your own group will come 
distorting the truth in order to entice the disciples to follow 
them. 31 Therefore be alert, remembering that for three years I did not cease 
night or day to warn everyone with tears. 32 And now I commend you to God 
and to the message of his grace, a message that is able to build you up and to 
give you the inheritance among all who are sanctified. 33 I coveted no one’s 
silver or gold or clothing. 34 You know for yourselves that I worked with my 
own hands to support myself and my companions. 35 In all this I have given 
you an example that by such work we must support the weak, remembering 
the words of the Lord Jesus, for he himself said, “It is more blessed to give 
than to receive.”’ 
36 When he had finished speaking, he knelt down with them all and 
prayed. 37 There was much weeping among them all; they embraced Paul and 
kissed him, 38 grieving especially because of what he had said, that they would 
not see him again. Then they brought him to the ship. 
 

The Nunc Dimittis, or Song of Simeon 
LORD, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace;  

according to thy word. 
For mine eyes have seen: thy salvation; 

Which thou hast prepared: before the face of all people; 
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles: 

 and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. 
Amen. 

 
 
The Apostle’s Creed 
All:  I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, 
dead, and buried: He descended into hell; The third day he rose again from 
the dead; He ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of God 
the Father Almighty; From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the 
dead.  



I believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Catholic Church; The Communion of 
Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the body, And the Life 
everlasting. Amen 
 

Leader: The Lord be with you. 
All:  And with thy spirit. 
Leader: Let us pray. 
Leader: Lord, have mercy upon us. 
All: Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Leader: Lord, have mercy upon us. 
All: OUR Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive them that 
trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from 
evil. Amen. 
Leader: O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us. 
All: And grant us thy salvation. 
Leader: O Lord, save the Queen. 
All: And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
Leader: Endue thy Ministers with righteousness. 
All: And make thy chosen people joyful. 
Leader: O Lord, save thy people. 
All: And bless thine inheritance. 
Leader: Give peace in our time, O Lord. 
All: Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 
Leader: O God, make clean our hearts within us. 
All: And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 
 

The Collect for the Day 
 

The Second Collect  
O GOD, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do 
proceed: Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that 
both our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee 
we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest 
and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen. 
 

The Third Collect, for Aid against all Perils: 
LIGHTEN our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy 
defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only 
Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Sermon 

 
 

Intercessions 
Leader: Lord, hear us. 
All: Lord, graciously hear us. 
Please pray for all who are ill or anxious at home or in hospital, and those who 
have asked for our prayers:                                                                           
Mick, Sallie, Chris Vigars, Nick & Julie, Dave & Wendy, Heather, Sally and 
Jimmy Hubbard, Mark and Kelly and family, Edward Walter, Michael, Jim 
Friend, Andrew, Lydia, Jo H and Margaret.                                                   
Please pray for the souls of the recently departed, especially for Nancy 
Vallance, laid to rest in Christ Church this week; their families and friends.                                                                                                                  
 

Conclusion 
All: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen 


