BRENTOR CHURCH
21st February 2021

Holy Communion
1st Sunday of Lent

We warmly welcome everyone
joining our service

Welcome
Almighty and everlasting God, you hate nothing that you have made.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Hymn: Just as I am without one plea
1
Just as I am, without one plea
but that thy blood was shed for me,
and that thou bidst me come to thee,
O Lamb of God, I come.
2
Just as I am, though tossed about
with many a conflict, many a doubt,
fightings within and fears without,
O Lamb of God, I come.
3
Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind;
sight, riches, healing of the mind,
Yea, all I need, in thee to find,
O Lamb of God, I come.
4
Just as I am, thou wilt receive,
wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve:
because thy promise I believe,
O Lamb of God, I come.
5
Just as I am (thy love unknown
has broken every barrier down),
now to be thine, yea, thine alone,
O Lamb of God, I come.
6
Just as I am, of that free love
the breadth, length, depth, and height to prove,
here for a season, then above,
O Lamb of God, I come.

Confession
Compassion and forgiveness belong to the Lord our God, though we
have rebelled against him. Let us then renounce our wilfulness and ask
his mercy by confessing our sins in penitence and faith.
We confess to you our selfishness and lack of love: fill us with your Spirit.
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
We confess to you our fear and failure in sharing our faith: fill us with your
Spirit.
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.
We confess to you our stubbornness and lack of trust: fill us with your
Spirit.
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon and forgiveness of all
your sins, time for amendment of life, and the grace and strength of the
Holy Spirit... Amen.
Collect for first Sunday in Lent
Heavenly Father,
your Son battled with the powers of darkness,
and grew closer to you in the desert:
help us to use these days to grow in wisdom and prayer
that we may witness to your saving love
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
First Reading: Genesis 9.8 – 17;
8
Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9 “As for me, I am
establishing my covenant with you and your descendants after
you, 10 and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the
domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many
as came out of the ark. 11 I establish my covenant with you, that
never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and
never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” 12 God said,
“This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you
and every living creature that is with you, for all future
generations: 13 I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign
of the covenant between me and the earth. 14 When I bring clouds
over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, 15 I will remember

my covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all
flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all
flesh. 16 When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the
everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh
that is on the earth.” 17 God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant
that I have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.”
This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.
Psalm 25:1-9
1 To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul;
O my God, in you I trust;
let me not be put to shame;
let not my enemies triumph over me.
2 Let none who look to you be put to shame,
but let the treacherous be shamed and frustrated.
3 Make me to know your ways, O Lord,
and teach me your paths.
4 Lead me in your truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation;
for you have I hoped all the day long.
5 Remember, Lord, your compassion and love,
for they are from everlasting.
6 Remember not the sins of my youth
or my transgressions,
but think on me in your goodness, O Lord,
according to your steadfast love.
7 Gracious and upright is the Lord;
therefore shall he teach sinners in the way.
8 He will guide the humble in doing right
and teach his way to the lowly.
9 All the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth
to those who keep his covenant and his testimonies.
Second Reading: 1 Peter 3.18 – 22;
18
For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous,
in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in
the spirit, 19 in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in
prison, 20 who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the
days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight

persons, were saved through water. 21 And baptism, which this prefigured,
now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal
to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with
angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.
This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.
Hymn: Forty Days and Forty Nights
1 Forty days and forty nights
thou wast fasting in the wild;
forty days and forty nights
tempted, and yet undefiled.
2

3

Sunbeams scorching all the day;
chilly dew-drops nightly shed;
prowling beasts about thy way;
stones thy pillow, earth thy bed.
Let us thine endurance share,
and awhile from joys abstain,
with thee watching unto prayer,
strong with thee to suffer pain?

4

And if Satan, vexing sore,
flesh or spirit should assail,
thou, his vanquisher before
grant we may not faint nor fail.

5

So shall we have peace divine;
holier gladness ours shall be;
round us too shall angels shine,
such as ministered to thee.

6

Keep, O keep us, Saviour dear,
ever constant by thy side;
that with thee we may appear
at the eternal Eastertide.

The Gospel
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
All Glory to you, O Lord
Mark 1.9 – 15
9
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in
the Jordan. 10 And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens
torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11 And a voice came from
heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”
12
And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13 He was in the
wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and
the angels waited on him.
14
Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good
news of God, 15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has
come near; repent, and believe in the good news.”
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All Praise to you, O Christ

Sermon
Hymn: Lead us Heavenly Father Lead Us
1
Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us
o'er the world's tempestuous sea;
guard us, guide us, keep us, feed us
for we have no help but thee;
yet possessing every blessing,
if our God our Father be.
2
Saviour, breathe forgiveness o'er us;
all our weakness thou dost know;
thou didst tread this earth before us,
thou didst feel its keenest woe;
self denying, death defying,
thou to Calvary didst go.
3
Spirit of our God, descending,
fill our hearts with heavenly joy,
love with every passion blending,
pleasure that can never cloy:
thus provided, pardoned, guided,
nothing can our peace destroy.

Affirmation of Faith
Let us declare our faith in God, the Holy Trinity.
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through
him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate
from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was
buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his
kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is
worshipped and glorified. He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy, catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of
the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Intercessions & Notices
Peace
Since we are justified by faith,
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
who has given us access to his grace.
The Peace of the Lord be with you:
And also with you.
Hymn: Praise to the Holiest in the height be praise
1
Praise to the Holiest in the height,
and in the depth be praise:
in all his words most wonderful,
most sure in all his ways.
2
O loving wisdom of our God!
when all was sin and shame,
a second Adam to the fight
and to the rescue came.

3

4

5

O generous love! that he, who smote
in man for man the foe,
the double agony in man
for man should undergo;
And in the garden secretly,
and on the Cross on high,
should teach his brethren, and inspire
to suffer and to die.
Praise to the Holiest in the height,
and in the depth be praise:
in all his words most wonderful,
most sure in all his ways.

Gracious God,
accept the offering of your Church,
the hearts and lives of your people
joined in praise and thanksgiving,
in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen.
The Lord is here.
His Spirit is with us.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
It is indeed right and good to give you thanks and praise, almighty God and
everlasting Father, through Jesus Christ your Son.
For in these forty days you lead us into the desert of repentance that through a
pilgrimage of prayer and discipline we may grow in grace and learn to be your
people once again.
Through fasting, prayer and acts of service you bring us back to your generous
heart. Through study of your holy word you open our eyes to your presence in
the world and free our hands to welcome others into the radiant splendour of
your love.
As we prepare to celebrate the Easter feast with joyful hearts and minds we
bless you for your mercy and join with saints and angels for ever praising you
and saying:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
We praise and bless you, loving Father, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; and
as we obey his command, send your Holy Spirit, that broken bread and
wine outpoured may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends and, taking
bread, he praised you. He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: Take,
eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me.
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. Again he praised you,
gave it to them and said: Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new
covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, in him we plead with
confidence his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross. Bringing before
you the bread of life and cup of salvation, we proclaim his death and
resurrection until he comes in glory.
Jesus Christ is Lord:
Lord, by your cross and resurrection
you have set us free.
You are the Saviour of the world.
Lord of all life, help us to work together for that day when your kingdom
comes and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. Look with favour
on your people, gather us in your loving arms and bring us with all the
saints to feast at your table in heaven. Through Christ, and with Christ,
and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory are yours,
O loving Father, for ever and ever. Amen. Amen.
Trusting in the compassion of God,
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
We break the bread of life
and that life is the light of the world.
God here among us,
light in the midst of us,
bring us to light and life.
Christ is the true bread which has come down from heaven
Lord give us this bread always.
Administration of Communion
Almighty and everlasting God, you hate nothing that you have made and forgive
the sins of all those who are penitent. Create and make in us new and contrite
hearts that we, worthily lamenting our sins and acknowledging our
wretchedness, may receive from you, the God of all mercy, perfect remission
and forgiveness, through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. Amen.
Father of all,
we give you thanks and praise,
that when we were still far off
you met us in your Son and brought us home.
Dying and living, he declared your love,
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory.
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life;
we who drink his cup bring life to others;
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world.
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us,
so we and all your children shall be free,
and the whole earth live to praise your name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Christ give you grace to grow in holiness,
to deny yourselves, take up your cross, and follow him;
and the blessing .... Amen.
Hymn: Amazing Grace
1
Amazing grace! – how sweet the sound –
that saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found,
was blind, but now I see.
2

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear
and grace my fears relieved;
how precious did that grace appear
the hour I first believed!

3

Through many dangers, toils and snares
I have already come;
'tis grace has brought me safe thus far,
and grace will lead me home.

4

The Lord has promised good to me,
his word my hope secures;
he will my shield and portion be
as long as life endures.

5

When we've been there ten thousand years
bright shining as the sun,
we've no less days to sing God's praise
than when we first begun.
Go in peace to love and
serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ.
Amen

Please pray for all who are ill or anxious at home or in hospital, and those who
have asked for our prayers: Mick, Chris Vigars, Nick & Julie, Dave & Wendy,
Heather, Sally and Jimmy Hubbard, Edward Walter, Lydia, Margaret, Lin Bristow,
Tom, Helen Hardy and family and Margaret.
Please pray for the souls of the recently departed, especially Margaret and Philip
their families and friends.
Your prayers this week are asked for:
Mon- All those struggling with the continuation of the lockdown.
Tues- Those dealing with money concerns and job losses.
Wed- People continuing to keep others safe and obeying the rules.
Thurs- Hope for the positive impact of the COVID 19 vaccines.
Fri- All the emergency services including volunteers and their continuing
dedication for others.
Sat- The continuing growth of kindness and respect for others despite individual
personal challenges.
Next Week:
9:45: Family Service with Christopher and Sally Pancheri

Please also continue enjoying our Services online and reflections see the
brentorchurch.org.uk
Donations to support the upkeep of the building and the work of the church are
welcome. If you would like to make a regular donation, please contact either
David or Helen Harris about the Parish Giving Scheme.
Online donations can be made at https://www.give.net/20188530

