BRENTOR CHURCH
21st March 2021

Holy Communion
5th Sunday of Lent

‘Unless a grain of wheat falls to
the ground and dies, it remains
only a single seed. But if it dies,
it produces many seeds’

We warmly welcome everyone joining our
service

Welcome
In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be
the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 1 John 4:10
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Hymn: We sing the praise of him who died
1
We sing the praise of him who died,
of him who died upon the cross;
the sinner's hope let men deride,
for this we count the world but loss.
2

Inscribed upon the cross we see
in shining letters, 'God is love';
he bears our sins upon the tree;
he brings us mercy from above.

3

The cross! It takes our guilt away:
it holds the fainting spirit up;
it cheers with hope the gloomy day,
and sweetens every bitter cup.

4

It makes the coward spirit brave,
and nerves the feeble arm for fight;
it takes its terror from the grave,
and gilds the bed of death with light:

5

The balm of life, the cure of woe,
the measure and the pledge of love,
the sinner's refuge here below,
the angels' theme in heaven above.

Confession
Christ himself carried up our sins in his body to the tree, so that,
free from sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds we have been
healed.
Lord Jesus Christ, we confess we have failed you as did your first disciples.
We ask for your mercy and your help.
When we take our ease rather than watch with you:
Lord, forgive us. Christ have mercy.
When we bestow a kiss of peace yet nurse enmity in our hearts:
Lord, forgive us. Christ have mercy.
When we strike at those who hurt us
rather than stretch out our hands to bless:
Lord, forgive us. Christ have mercy.
When we deny that we know you
for fear of the world and its scorn:
Lord, forgive us. Christ have mercy.
The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon and forgiveness of all your
sins, time for amendment of life, and the grace and strength of the Holy Spirit...
Amen.
Collect for Passion Sunday
Most merciful God,
who by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ delivered and saved
the world: grant that by faith in him who suffered on the cross
we may triumph in the power of his victory;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. Amen.
First Reading: Isaiah 50.4-9a
4
The Sovereign LORD has given me a well-instructed tongue,
to know the word that sustains the weary.
He wakens me morning by morning,
wakens my ear to listen like one being instructed.
5
The Sovereign LORD has opened my ears;

I have not been rebellious,
I have not turned away.
6
I offered my back to those who beat me,
my cheeks to those who pulled out my beard;
I did not hide my face
from mocking and spitting.
7
Because the Sovereign LORD helps me,
I will not be disgraced.
Therefore have I set my face like flint,
and I know I will not be put to shame.
8
He who vindicates me is near.
Who then will bring charges against me?
Let us face each other!
Who is my accuser?
Let him confront me!
9
It is the Sovereign LORD who helps me.
Who will condemn me?
They will all wear out like a garment; the moths will eat them up.
This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.
Psalm 31.9-16
9 Have mercy on me, Lord, for I am in trouble;
my eye is consumed with sorrow, my soul and my body also.
10 For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing;
my strength fails me because of my affliction,
and my bones are consumed.
11 I have become a reproach to all my enemies
and even to my neighbours, an object of dread to my acquaintances;
when they see me in the street they flee from me.
12 I am forgotten like one that is dead, out of mind;
I have become like a broken vessel.
13 For I have heard the whispering of the crowd;
fear is on every side; they scheme together against me,
and plot to take my life.
14 But my trust is in you, O Lord.
I have said, ‘You are my God.
15 ‘My times are in your hand;
deliver me from the hand of my enemies,

and from those who persecute me.
16 ‘Make your face to shine upon your servant,
and save me for your mercy’s sake.’
Philippians 2.5-11
5
In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus:
6
who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something
to be used to his own advantage;
7
rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant,
being made in human likeness.
8
And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself
by becoming obedient to death –even death on a cross!
9
Therefore God exalted him to the highest place
and gave him the name that is above every name,
10
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
11
and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.
This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.
Hymn: How deep the Father's love for us
1
How deep the Father's love for us,
how vast beyond all measure,
that he should give his only Son
to make a wretch his treasure.
How great the pain of searing loss the Father turns his face away,
as wounds which mar the chosen One
bring many souls to glory.
2

Behold the man upon a cross,
my sin upon his shoulders;
ashamed, I hear my mocking voice
call out among the scoffers.
It was my sin that held him there
until it was accomplished;
his dying breath has brought me life I know that it is finished.

3

I will not boast in anything,
no gifts, no power, no wisdom;
but I will boast in Jesus Christ,
his death and resurrection.
Why should I gain from his reward?
I cannot give an answer;
but this I know with all my heart his wounds have paid my ransom.
The Gospel
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
All Glory to you, O Lord
John 12:20-33
20
Now there were some Greeks among those who went up to worship at the
festival. 21 They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, with a request.
‘Sir,’ they said, ‘we would like to see Jesus.’ 22 Philip went to tell Andrew; Andrew
and Philip in turn told Jesus.
23
Jesus replied, ‘The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24 Very
truly I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only
a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds. 25 Anyone who loves their life
will lose it, while anyone who hates their life in this world will keep it for eternal
life. 26 Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will
be. My Father will honour the one who serves me.
27
‘Now my soul is troubled, and what shall I say? “Father, save me from this
hour”? No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour. 28 Father, glorify your
name!’ Then a voice came from heaven, ‘I have glorified it, and will glorify it
again.’ 29 The crowd that was there and heard it said it had thundered; others said
an angel had spoken to him.
30
Jesus said, ‘This voice was for your benefit, not mine. 31 Now is the time for
judgment on this world; now the prince of this world will be driven out. 32 And I,
when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.’ 33 He said this
to show the kind of death he was going to die.
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All Praise to you, O Christ

Sermon

Hymn: There is a redeemer
There is a Redeemer,
Jesus God’s own Son,
Precious Lamb of God, Messiah,
Holy One.
Thank you, O my Father,
For giving us your Son,
And leaving your Spirit till
The work on earth is done.
Jesus my Redeemer,
Name above all names,
Precious Lamb of God, Messiah,
O for sinners slain.
Chorus
When I stand in Glory
I will see his face,
And there I’ll serve my King for ever
In that holy place
Chorus x 2
Affirmation of Faith
Let us declare our faith in God, the Holy Trinity.
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate from
the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy, catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Intercessions, Notices & Banns
Peace
Christ is our peace. He has reconciled us to God in one body by the cross.
We meet in his name and share his peace.
The Peace of the Lord be with you:
And also with you.
Hymn: My song is love unknown
1
My song is love unknown,
My Saviour’s love to me;
love to the loveless shown,
that they might lovely be.
O who am I, that for my sake
my Lord should take frail flesh and die?
2

He came from His blest throne
salvation to bestow;
but men made strange, and none
the longed-for Christ would know:
But O! my Friend, my Friend indeed,
who at my need His life did spend.

3

Sometimes they strew His way,
and His sweet praises sing;
resounding all the day
Hosannas to their King:
Then “Crucify!” is all their breath,
and for His death they thirst and cry.

4

They rise and needs will have
my dear Lord made away;
a murderer they save,
the Prince of life they slay,
Yet cheerful He to suffering goes,
that He His foes from thence might free.

5

Here might I stay and sing,
no story so divine;
never was love, dear King!
Never was grief like Thine.
This is my Friend, in Whose sweet praise
I all my days could gladly spend.

Jesus, true vine and bread of life,
ever giving yourself that the world might live,
let us share your death and passion:
make us perfect in your love. Amen.
The Lord is here.
His Spirit is with us.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
It is indeed right and just,
our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
For as the time of his passion and resurrection draws near
the whole world is called to acknowledge his hidden majesty.
The power of the life-giving cross
reveals the judgement that has come upon the world
and the triumph of Christ crucified.
He is the victim who dies no more,
the Lamb once slain, who lives for ever,
our advocate in heaven to plead our cause,
exalting us there to join with angels and archangels,
for ever praising you and saying:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
We praise and bless you, loving Father, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; and as

we obey his command, send your Holy Spirit, that broken bread and wine
outpoured may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends and, taking bread, he
praised you. He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: Take, eat; this is my
body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me.
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. Again he praised you, gave it
to them and said: Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often
as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, in him we plead with confidence his
sacrifice made once for all upon the cross. Bringing before you the bread of life
and cup of salvation, we proclaim his death and resurrection until he comes in
glory.
Jesus Christ is Lord:
Lord, by your cross and resurrection
you have set us free.
You are the Saviour of the world.
Lord of all life, help us to work together for that day when your kingdom comes
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. Look with favour on your
people, gather us in your loving arms and bring us with all the saints to feast at
your table in heaven. Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity
of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, for ever and
ever. Amen. Amen.
Standing at the foot of the cross,
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come; thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
We break the bread of life
and that life is the light of the world.
God here among us,

light in the midst of us,
bring us to light and life.
Christ is the true bread which has come down from heaven
Lord give us this bread always.
Administration of Communion
Almighty and everlasting God, you hate nothing that you have made and forgive
the sins of all those who are penitent. Create and make in us new and contrite
hearts that we, worthily lamenting our sins and acknowledging our
wretchedness, may receive from you, the God of all mercy, perfect remission
and forgiveness, through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. Amen.
Father of all,
we give you thanks and praise,
that when we were still far off
you met us in your Son and brought us home.
Dying and living, he declared your love,
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory.
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life;
we who drink his cup bring life to others;
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world.
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us,
so we and all your children shall be free,
and the whole earth live to praise your name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Christ crucified draw you to himself, to find in him a sure ground for faith,
a firm support for hope, and the assurance of sins forgiven;
and the blessing .... Amen.
Hymn: When I survey the wondrous cross
1
When I survey the wondrous cross
on which the Prince of glory died,
my richest gain I count but loss,
and pour contempt on all my pride.
2

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast
save in the cross of Christ, my God!
All the vain things that charm me most,
I sacrifice them through his blood.

3

See, from his head, his hands, his feet,
sorrow and love flow mingled down.
Did e'er such love and sorrow meet,
or thorns compose so rich a crown?

4

His dying crimson, like a robe,
spreads o'er his body on the tree;
then am I dead to all the globe,
and all the globe is dead to me.

5

Were the whole realm of nature mine,
that were a present far too small.
Love so amazing, so divine,
demands my soul, my life, my all.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen
Please pray for all who are ill or anxious at home or in hospital, and those who
have asked for our prayers: Chris Vigars, Nick & Julie, Dave & Wendy, Edward
Walter, Lydia, Margaret, Lin Bristow and Tom.
Please pray for the souls of the recently departed, especially their family and
friends.
Your prayers this week are asked for:
Mon- The farmers lambing and new life on the farms.
Tues- The people continuing to care for others.
Wed- Hope for a reduction in lockdown measures.
Thurs- Key workers continuing their valuable work.
Fri- Emergency services throughout the country.
Sat- Christians around the world sharing Lent reflections.
Next Week:
9:45: Palm Sunday with Christopher and Sally Pancheri
Please also continue enjoying our Services online and reflections see the
brentorchurch.org.uk
Donations to support the upkeep of the building and the work of the church are
welcome. If you would like to make a regular donation, please contact either David
or Helen Harris about the Parish Giving Scheme.
Online donations can be made at https://www.give.net/20188530

