BRENTOR CHURCH
2rd May 2021
5t Sunday of Easter
Holy Communion
Led by

The Very Reverend Christopher
Hardwick

We warmly welcome everyone joining our
service



Welcome

The Greeting

Grace, mercy and peace

from God our Father

and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you
All:  and also with you.

Prayer of Preparation

All:  Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Hymn- We Have A Gospel To Proclaim

Prayers of Penitence

Invitation to Confession

The sacrifice of God is a broken spirit;

a broken and contrite heart God will not despise.

Let us come to the Lord, who is full of compassion,

and acknowledge our transgressions in penitence and faith.

Wash me thoroughly from my wickedness

and cleanse me from my sin:

Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

Make me a clean heart, O God,

and renew a right spirit within me:

Christ, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.

Cast me not away from your presence

and take not your holy spirit from me:

Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

The Absolution
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent,
have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,



and keep you in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All:  Amen.

The Collect

Almighty God,

who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ
have overcome death and opened to us the gate of everlasting life:
grant that, as by your grace going before us

you put into our minds good desires,

so by your continual help

we may bring them to good effect;

through Jesus Christ our risen Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

All:  Amen

The Liturgy of the Word

First Reading: Acts 8: v26-40
26 Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south! to the road that
goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) 2? So he got up and went.
Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the
Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 22 and
was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 22 Then the
Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” 3°So Philip ran up to it and heard
him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 31 He
replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit
beside him. 32 Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this:
“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,

and like a lamb silent before its shearer,

so he does not open his mouth.

331n his humiliation justice was denied him.

Who can describe his generation?

For his life is taken away from the earth.”

34The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may | ask you, does the prophet say this, about
himself or about someone else?” 3> Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this
scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. 3¢ As they were going along the
road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to
prevent me from being baptized?” 3 He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them,
Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. 3 When they
came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him
no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 4° But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was



passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to
Caesarea.

This is the word of the Lord.

All  Thanks be to God.

Psalm 22: 25-31

25 From you comes my praise in the great congregation;
my vows | will pay before those who fear him.

26 The poor shall eat and be satisfied;
those who seek him shall praise the Lorb.
May your hearts live forever!

27 All the ends of the earth shall remember
and turn to the LORD;

and all the families of the nations
shall worship before him.

28 For dominion belongs to the LorbD,
and he rules over the nations.

29To him, indeed, shall all who sleep in the earth bow down;
before him shall bow all who go down to the dust,
and | shall live for him.

30 posterity will serve him;
future generations will be told about the Lord,

31 and proclaim his deliverance to a people yet unborn,
saying that he has done it.

Second Reading: 1 John 4: v7-21

’Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of
God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. ° God’s
love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we
might live through him. 1°In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and
sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 1! Beloved, since God loved us so much,
we also ought to love one another. 2 No one has ever seen God; if we love one another,
God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us.

13 By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his

Spirit. ¥* And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of
the world. ¥> God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide
in God. So we have known and believe the love that God has for us.

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 7 Love has
been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment,
because as he is, so are we in this world. ® There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts
out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection
in love. 1 We love because he first loved us. 22 Those who say, “l love God,” and hate their
brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have
seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. 2! The commandment we have from him
is this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also.



This is the word of the Lord.
All  Thanks be to God.

The Gospel

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John
All: Glory to you, O Lord.
John 15: v1-8
15 “l am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2 He removes every branch in me
that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 3You
have already been cleansed by the word that | have spoken to you. 4 Abide in me as | abide
in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can
you unless you abide in me. >l am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me
and | in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. ® Whoever does
not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered,
thrown into the fire, and burned. 7 If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 My Father is glorified by this, that you bear
much fruit and become my disciples.

This is the Gospel of the Lord
All:  Praise to you, O Christ.

Hymn — How Deep the Father’s Love for Us

Sermon

Affirmation of Faith
| ask you to stand to profess together the faith of the Church.

Do you believe and trust in God the Father,

source of all being and life, the one for whom we exist?
All:  We believe and trust in him.

Do you believe and trust in God the Son,

who took our human nature, died for us and rose again?
All:  We believe and trust in him.

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit,

who gives life to the people of God

and makes Christ known in the world?
All:  We believe and trust in him.

This is the faith of the Church.
All:  This is our faith.

We believe and trust in one God,

Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Amen.



Prayers of Intercession
Lord, hear us.

All:  Lord, graciously hear us.
Merciful Father,

All:  accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour, Jesus Christ.
Amen.

The Liturgy of the Sacrament
The Peace
God is love
and those who live in love live in God
and God lives in them.
The peace of the Lord be always with you
All:  And also with you.
Let us offer one another a sign of peace

Hymn — Will You Come and Follow Me
Preparation of the Table

Blessed be God,
by whose grace creation is renewed,
by whose love heaven is opened,
by whose mercy we offer our sacrifice of praise.
All:  Blessed be God for ever.
The Eucharistic Prayer B
The president says
The Lord is here.
All:  His Spirit is with us.
Lift up your hearts.
All:  We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All:  Itis right to give thanks and praise.
Father, we give you thanks and praise
through your beloved Son Jesus Christ, your living Word,
through whom you have created all things;
who was sent by you in your great goodness
to be our Saviour.
By the power of the Holy Spirit he took flesh;
as your Son, born of the blessed Virgin,
he lived on earth and went about among us;
he opened wide his arms for us on the cross;
he put an end to death by dying for us;



and revealed the resurrection by rising to new life;
so he fulfilled your will and won for you a holy people.

Proper Preface when appropriate

All:

Therefore with angels and archangels,
and with all the company of heaven,
we proclaim your great and glorious name,
for ever praising you and saying:
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness;
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit,
and according to your holy will,
these gifts of bread and wine
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;
who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
In the same way, after supper
he took the cup and gave you thanks’
he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of me.
Jesus Christ is Lord:
All:  Lord, by your death and resurrection
you have set us free.
You are the Saviour of the world.
And so, Father,
calling to mind his death on the cross,
his perfect sacrifice
made once for the sins of the whole world;
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,
and looking for his coming in glory,
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,



we bring before you this bread and this cup
and we thank you for counting us worthy
to stand in your presence and serve you.
Send the Holy Spirit on your people
and gather into one in your kingdom
all who share this one bread and one cup,
so that we, in the company of all the saints,
may praise and glorify you for ever,
through Jesus Christ our Lord;
by whom, and with whom, and in whom,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,
for ever and ever.

All:  Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us
All:  Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come;

thy will be done;

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation;

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

the power and the glory,

for ever and ever.

Amen.

Breaking of the Bread
We break this bread
to share in the body of Christ.

All:  Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

Agnus Dei

All:  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace.



The Invitation to Communion

Jesus is the Lamb of God

who takes away the sin of the world.

Blessed are those who are called to his supper.
All:  Lord, | am not worthy to receive you,

but only say the word, and | shall be healed.

The Giving of Communion

Prayer after Communion
Let us pray...
Merciful Lord,
grant your people grace to withstand the temptations
of the world, the flesh and the devil,
and with pure hearts and minds to follow you, the only God,;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All:  Almighty God,
we thank you for feeding us
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.
Send us out in the power of your Spirit
to live and work to your praise and glory.
Amen.

Hymn — Alleluia Sing to Jesus
The Dismissal

Blessing: The peace of God,

which passes all understanding,

keep your hearts and minds

in the knowledge and love of God,

and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord;

... and the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be among you and remain with you always.
All:  Amen.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord
All:  In the name of Christ. Amen
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Please pray for all who are ill or anxious at home or in hospital, and those who have
asked for our prayers: Chris Vigars, Nick & Julie, Dave & Wendy, Edward Walter, Lydia,
Margaret, Lin Bristow, Tom, Sally and Beryl.

Please pray for the souls of the recently departed, especially their family and friends.

Your prayers this week are asked for:

Mon- Those enjoying the May Day Bank Holiday.

Tues- The people who were injured and the families of those who died in the religious
festival in Israel.

Wed- The people in India suffering with the uncontrollable spread of COVID.

Thurs- The celebration of Christ’s Ascension.

Fri- Those trying to find employment and businesses getting on their feet again.

Sat- The hope of a more stable 2021, embracing the medical advances.

This Evening:
6pm: at St Michael’s Brentor- Evening Prayer with the Reverend Dr Hazel Butland

Next Week:
9:45: at Christ Church- Prayer and Praise with the Reverend Sue Tucker
6pm: at St Michael’s Brentor- Evensong with Wendy Roderick.

Please also continue enjoying our Services online and reflections see the
brentorchurch.org.uk website
Donations to support the upkeep of the building and the work of the church are welcome.
If you would like to make a regular donation, please contact either David or Helen Harris
about the Parish Giving Scheme.
Online donations can be made at https://www.give.net/20188530
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