BRENTOR CHURCH
16th May 2021

Holy Communion
7th Sunday of Easter

We warmly welcome everyone joining our
service

Welcome
Almighty and everlasting God, you hate nothing that you have made.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Confession
Compassion and forgiveness belong to the Lord our God, though we have rebelled
against him. Let us then renounce our wilfulness and ask his mercy by confessing our
sins in penitence and faith.
We confess to you our selfishness and lack of love: fill us with your Spirit.
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
We confess to you our fear and failure in sharing our faith: fill us with your Spirit.
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.
We confess to you our stubbornness and lack of trust: fill us with your Spirit.
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon and forgiveness of all your sins, time
for amendment of life, and the grace and strength of the Holy Spirit... Amen.
Collect for seventh Sunday of Easter
O God the King of glory,
you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ
with great triumph to your kingdom in heaven:
we beseech you, leave us not comfortless,
but send your Holy Spirit to strengthen us
and exalt us to the place where our Saviour Christ is gone before,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.
First Reading: Acts 1; 15-17, 21-26
15
In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd numbered
about one hundred twenty persons) and said, 16 “Friends, the scripture had to be
fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit through David foretold concerning Judas, who became a
guide for those who arrested Jesus— 17 for he was numbered among us and was
allotted his share in this ministry.”

21

So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus
went in and out among us, 22 beginning from the baptism of John until the day when
he was taken up from us—one of these must become a witness with us to his
resurrection.” 23 So they proposed two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known
as Justus, and Matthias. 24 Then they prayed and said, “Lord, you know everyone’s
heart. Show us which one of these two you have chosen 25 to take the place in this
ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.” 26 And
they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and he was added to the eleven
apostles.
This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.
Psalm 1
1
Happy are those
who do not follow the advice of the wicked,
or take the path that sinners tread,
or sit in the seat of scoffers;
2
but their delight is in the law of the LORD,
and on his law they meditate day and night.
3
They are like trees
planted by streams of water,
which yield their fruit in its season,
and their leaves do not wither.
In all that they do, they prosper.
4
The wicked are not so,
but are like chaff that the wind drives away.
5
Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment,
nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous;
6
for the LORD watches over the way of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked will perish.

Second Reading: 1 John; 5: 9-13
9
If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is greater; for this is the testimony
of God that he has testified to his Son. 10 Those who believe in the Son of God have the
testimony in their hearts. Those who do not believe in God have made him a liar by not
believing in the testimony that God has given concerning his Son. 11 And this is the
testimony: God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12 Whoever has the Son has
life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life.
13
I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may
know that you have eternal life.
This is the word of the Lord.

All Thanks be to God.
Hymn: We Have a Gospel to Proclaim
1
We have a gospel to proclaim,
good news for all throughout the earth;
the gospel of a saviour's name:
we sing his glory, tell his worth.
2

Tell of his birth at Bethlehem
not in a royal house or hall
but in a stable dark and dim,
the word made flesh, a light for all.

3

Tell of his death at Calvary,
hated by those he came to save,
in lonely suffering on the cross;
for all he loved his life he gave.

4

Tell of that glorious Easter morn:
empty the tomb, for he was free.
He broke the power of death and hell
that we might share his victory.

5

Tell of his reign at God's right hand,
by all creation glorified.
He sends his spirit on his church
to live for him, the lamb who died.

6

Now we rejoice to name him King:
Jesus is Lord of all the earth.
This gospel-message we proclaim:
we sing his glory, tell his worth.

The Gospel
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
All Glory to you, O Lord
John 17: 6-19
6
“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were
yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7 Now they know that
everything you have given me is from you; 8 for the words that you gave to me I have
given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and
they have believed that you sent me. 9 I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on

behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are
yours. 10 All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. 11 And
now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy
Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as
we are one. 12 While I was with them, I protected them in your name that you have given
me. I guarded them, and not one of them was lost except the one destined to be lost, so
that the scripture might be fulfilled. 13 But now I am coming to you, and I speak these
things in the world so that they may have my joy made complete in themselves. 14 I have
given them your word, and the world has hated them because they do not belong to the
world, just as I do not belong to the world. 15 I am not asking you to take them out of the
world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one. 16 They do not belong to the world,
just as I do not belong to the world. 17 Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 18 As
you have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. 19 And for their sakes
I sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth.
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All Praise to you, O Christ

Sermon
Hymn: In a World Where People Walk in Darkness
1
In a world where people walk in darkness,
let us turn our faces to the light,
to the light of God revealed in Jesus,
to the daystar scattering our night.
For the light is stronger than the darkness
and the day will overcome the night,
though the shadows linger all around us,
let us turn our faces to the light.
2

3

In a world where suffering of the helpless
casts a shadow all along the way,
let us bear the cross of Christ with gladness
and proclaim the dawning of the day.
Refrain

Let us light a candle in the darkness,
in the face of death a sign of life;
as a sign of hope where all seemed hopeless,
as a sign of peace in place of strife.
Refrain
Affirmation of Faith

Let us declare our faith in God, the Holy Trinity.
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate from the Holy
Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. He has
spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy, catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of
the world to come. Amen.
Intercessions & Notices
Peace
Since we are justified by faith,
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
who has given us access to his grace.
The Peace of the Lord be with you:
And also with you.
Hymn: Like a Mighty River Flowing
1
Like a mighty river flowing,
like a flower in beauty growing,
far beyond all human knowing
is the perfect peace of God.
2

Like the hills serene and even,
like the coursing clouds of heaven,
like the heart that's been forgiven
is the perfect peace of God.

3

Like the summer breezes playing,
like the tall trees softly swaying,
like the lips of silent praying
is the perfect peace of God.

4

Like the morning sun ascended,
like the scents of evening blended,
like a friendship never ended
is the perfect peace of God.

5

Like the azure ocean swelling,
like the jewel all-excelling,
far beyond our human telling
is the perfect peace of God.

Gracious God,
accept the offering of your Church,
the hearts and lives of your people
joined in praise and thanksgiving,
in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen.
The Lord is here.
His Spirit is with us.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
It is indeed right and good to give you thanks and praise, almighty God and everlasting
Father, through Jesus Christ your Son.
For in these forty days you lead us into the desert of repentance that through a
pilgrimage of prayer and discipline we may grow in grace and learn to be your people
once again.
Through fasting, prayer and acts of service you bring us back to your generous heart.
Through study of your holy word you open our eyes to your presence in the world and
free our hands to welcome others into the radiant splendour of your love.
As we prepare to celebrate the Easter feast with joyful hearts and minds we bless you
for your mercy and join with saints and angels for ever praising you and saying:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
We praise and bless you, loving Father, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; and as we obey

his command, send your Holy Spirit, that broken bread and wine outpoured may be for
us the body and blood of your dear Son.
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends and, taking bread, he
praised you. He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: Take, eat; this is my body
which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me.
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. Again he praised you, gave it to them
and said: Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of me.
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, in him we plead with confidence his
sacrifice made once for all upon the cross. Bringing before you the bread of life and cup
of salvation, we proclaim his death and resurrection until he comes in glory.
Jesus Christ is Lord:
Lord, by your cross and resurrection
you have set us free.
You are the Saviour of the world.
Lord of all life, help us to work together for that day when your kingdom comes and
justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. Look with favour on your people, gather
us in your loving arms and bring us with all the saints to feast at your table in heaven.
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour
and glory are yours, O loving Father, for ever and ever. Amen. Amen.
Trusting in the compassion of God,
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

We break the bread of life
and that life is the light of the world.
God here among us,
light in the midst of us,
bring us to light and life.
Christ is the true bread which has come down from heaven
Lord give us this bread always.
Administration of Communion
Almighty and everlasting God, you hate nothing that you have made and forgive the
sins of all those who are penitent. Create and make in us new and contrite hearts that
we, worthily lamenting our sins and acknowledging our wretchedness, may receive
from you, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness, through Jesus Christ
your Son our Lord. Amen.
Post Communion prayer
Eternal God, giver of love and power,
your Son Jesus Christ has sent us into all the world
to preach the gospel of his kingdom:
confirm us in this mission,
and help us to live the good news we proclaim;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Father of all,
we give you thanks and praise,
that when we were still far off
you met us in your Son and brought us home.
Dying and living, he declared your love,
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory.
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life;
we who drink his cup bring life to others;
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world.
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us,
so we and all your children shall be free,
and the whole earth live to praise your name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Christ give you grace to grow in holiness,
to deny yourselves, take up your cross, and follow him;
and the blessing .... Amen.

Hymn: Tell Out My Soul.
1
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord!
Unnumbered blessings, give my spirit voice;
tender to me the promise of his word;
in God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice.
2

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his Name!
Make known his might, the deeds his arm has done;
his mercy sure, from age to age the same;
his holy Name, the Lord, the Mighty One.

3

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might!
Powers and dominions lay their glory by.
Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight,
the hungry fed, the humble lifted high.

4

Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word!
Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure.
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord
to children's children and for evermore!

Please pray for all who are ill or anxious at home or in hospital, and those who have
asked for our prayers: Chris Vigars, Nick & Julie, Dave & Wendy, Edward Walter, Lydia,
Margaret, Lin Bristow, Tom, Sally, Beryl, Nick H, Peter Cameron, Dave and David Harris.
Please pray for the souls of the recently departed, especially their family and friends.
Your prayers this week are asked for:
Mon- The countries struggling with new variants of COVID.
Tues- The conflict building in the Gaza Strip.
Wed- Continued pressures on the Health Services.
Thurs- The possibilities of further lifting of restrictions.
Fri- Businesses and individuals beginning to financially recover.
Sat- Christians around the world being able to worship freely.
This Evening:
6pm: at St Michael’s Brentor- Evening Prayer with the Reverend Rosie Illingworth
Next Week:
9:45: at Christ Church- Family Service with Mrs Liz Bastin
6pm: at St Michael’s Brentor- Evensong with Dr David Harris

Please also continue enjoying our Services online and reflections see the
brentorchurch.org.uk
Donations to support the upkeep of the building and the work of the church are
welcome. If you would like to make a regular donation, please contact either David or
Helen Harris about the Parish Giving Scheme.
Online donations can be made at https://www.give.net/20188530

