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A DESIGN  
 
1.0 Background 
 This statement is submitted on behalf of Tavistock, Gulworthy and Brentor Parochial Church Council, in 

order to seek planning approval for the installation of a new ambulant disabled wc within the volume of 
the former boiler house and to install a trench arch drainage system. 

 
 note: the proposed works are currently also seeking Faculty consent from Exeter Diocese. 
 

 

1.1 Description 
Chapel of ease to Parish Church of St Michael de Rupe, constructed in 1856 by Richard Gosling of 
Torquay.  The church was restored between 1931 and 1938 when the present oak fitting were installed 
and the organ relocated to the west end of the church.  The church is grade II listed (NHLE: 1104798) 
and is also located within the defined boundary of North Brentor Conservation Area and Dartmoor NP. 
 
The church has a regular congregation and is used for weekly worship, with Holy Communion on the first 
and third Sundays of the month and a less formal Prayer and Praise service on the second Sunday and a 
Family service on the fourth Sunday.  All services are famous for after-service cakes & biscuits, welcoming 
regular parishioners and visitors alike.  The PCC have future plans to reorder the west end of the church 
to provide additional community facilities, including provision of a modest kitchen/servery. 
 
The proposed works seek to implement the first phase of the proposed improvements to community 
facilities by providing basic toilet accommodation within the church.   Options considered the provision 
of new toilet accommodation within the existing body of the church, at the base of the tower and within 
a new purpose built extension. It was ultimately agreed that the most appropriate solution was to reuse 
the existing redundant boiler house to the south-east corner of the church. 
 

 
01 Original plan of church from 1856.  The boiler house was constructed in the C20 to the north east corner of 
the chancel and its return wall with the vestry – see 125/001.  © Lambeth Palace Library Archives. 
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This is within the existing volume of the church and the only requirement for change externally is raising 
the head of the lintel to the door (and fabrication of a new door) to allow adequate head height for 
users – it is currently only 1750mm.  There is an existing mains water supply to the east elevation of the 
boiler house but there is no mains foul drainage. 
 
Evaluation of drainage options considered provision of: 
• new mains drainage, with a connection into the existing drain to the middle of the road to the west of 

the church.  This would also involve excavation along the whole of the south side of the church and 
due to the length of drainage runs did not work with proposed invert levels; 

• septic tank to the south of the church.  There were concerns regarding availability of space in close 
proximity to the church and utilisation of future burial plots and risks of tree damage to the far south 
of the churchyard; 

• trench arch wc based on a linear soakaway that could be integrated into existing grassed pathways 
between existing burial plots (and as successfully used on other churches within the Diocese and 
numerous examples within Gloucester Diocese – see also Gloucester Diocese Wastewater from 
Churches Document included within this application). 

 
 The proposed works aim to help secure the continuing use and wider community engagement of the 

church building, which has subtly evolved to meet the needs of its parish for over 160 years.  The guiding 
design principle (applicable to all sections mentioned below) is generally one of minimum intervention, 
with repairs and improvements being additive to the existing structure rather than destroying historic 
fabric, wherever possible.  New design will be based on an understanding of the scale and proportion of 
existing fabric, but will be contemporary in execution, using traditional high quality materials.  Where 
appropriate, materials will be salvaged for re-use, and any internal alterations will be reversible, so far as 
is practicable and all materials will be breathable and compatible with historic fabric. 
 
 

1.2 Amount 
The works relate to the provision of new ambulant disabled wc accommodation within the volume of 
the now redundant boiler house. Externally drainage works will require the installation of a new trench 
arch drainage system, nominally 12m in length x 750 width x 450 depth.  On completion of the works all 
new drainage will be buried under turf as existing.  See also 125_photographic survey. 

 
 
1.3 Layout 

See drawings 125/001 & 125/101 for details of existing and proposed plans and sections. 
 
 
1.4 Scale 

No change to existing volume of the church building. 
 
 
1.5 Landscaping 
 No landscaping works are associated with the application.  Excavations for drainage will be reinstated as 

grass following completion of the installation, with no visible change in character. 
 
 
1.6 Appearance 
 1. Raising lintel height of door to boilerhouse from 1800 to 2000. 
 
 2. Provision of new facsimilie timber door 750w x 1950 height (replacing 750x1750 door) 
  
 3. New limecrete floor slab over glapor foamed glass insulation with 150x150 terracotta tiles over. 
 
 4. Installation of below ground trench arch drainage system. 
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1.7 Context 
  

a. Assessment 
 The church is defined as a grade II listed building (1104798); F1(f) Place of Worship; located within the 

defined boundary of Dartmoor National Park and: North Brentor Conservation Area. 
 

The principle of development falls under the auspices of: 
 

 Planning (Listed Buildings & Conservation Areas) Act 1990 
 Ancient Monuments & Archaeological areas Act 1979 
 Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) 
 
 National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) – July 2021 
 Core planning principles – paragraph 17 
 Section 15 – Conserving and enhancing the natural environment 
 Section 16 – Conserving and enhancing the historic environment 
 
 Core Strategy Development Plan Framework 
 COR1 Sustainable development principles 
 COR2 Settlement strategies 
 COR3 Protection of Dartmoor’s special environmental qualities 
 COR4 Design and sustainable development principles 
 COR5 Protecting the historic built environment 
 COR6 Protecting Dartmoor’s archaeology 
 COR8 Meeting the challenge of climate change 
 COR10 Providing for renewable energy 
 COR12 Meeting the need for local infrastructure, community facilities and public services 
 COR17 Promoting increased health and well-being 
 COR19 Dealing with proposals for tourism development 
 
  Development Management and Delivery Plan Framework 
 DMD1b Delivering National Park purposes and protecting Dartmoor National Park’s special qualities 
 DMD3 Sustaining the quality of places in Dartmooor National Park 
 DMD4 Protecting residential amenity in Dartmoor National Park 
 DMD5 Protecting the character of Dartmoor’s landscape 
 DMD7 The quality and distinctiveness of the built environment 
 DMD8 Change of use, extension and alterations to listed buildings and other heritage assets 
 DMD13 Protecting heritage assets with archaeological interest 
 DMD14 Natural environment biodiversity and geodiversity 
  

 
b. Involvement 

 Whilst not subject to formal pre-application advice, the architect has previously discussed the principal of 
the application with Dartmoor National Park’s Conservation Officer (January 2021) and Exeter Diocesan 
Advisory Committee (July 2020). 

 
Both confirmed their in-principle support for the application subject to the proposed works being 
appropriately justified within the Heritage Statement (and/or Statement of Need). 

 
nb:  the proposed works are currently the subject of a parallel Faculty Application to Exeter Diocese. 
 
c. Evaluation 
There is an increasing expectation that churches should have both kitchen and toilet facilitie, Christ  
church currently has neither.  The installation of toilet accommodation is the first stage of a series of 
proposed improvements to the church to foster addition use and wider community engagement. 
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In December 2016 the gaslights failed to secure GasSafe certification as the installation was considered 
to be unsafe.  It was confirmed that the current installation was beyond repair and would need to be 
condemned.  As it is a requirement that the church provide a safety certificate for the gaslights to their 
Insurer, the church has been without lighting for the last 6 months. 
 
The church is located within the confines of a Scheduled Monument and SSSI at the top of a Tor.  It is 
over 350m to the nearest mains electrical supply in the highway across a rough track.  Even if the costs 
of installing a new underground mains electrical supply were not prohibitively expensive it is unlikely 
consent would be issued by Historic England or Natural England for the excavations.  The only viable 
option is to install an off-grid photovoltaic installation with battery backup storage to allow continued use 
throughout the year. 
 
The installation has been designed to: 
- provide additional facilities that will ensure sustainable use of the building for worship and enable 

wider use by the whole community of North Brentor; 
- adapt an existing redundant area of the church, without resorting to extending the volume of the 

existing listed building within the Conservation Area in the National Park; 
- incorporate a sustainable drainage system into the churchyard within an area of low archaeological 

potential. 
-  
The project has been designed by an AABC accredited conservation Architect with previous experience 
of installing Trench Arch Drainage systems for church buildings. 
 
A detailed evaluation and description of the proposed works is also submitted as a parallel Heritage 
Statement - dated June 2017. 
 
Repairs and modifications have been specified following a detailed evaluation and understanding of the 
significance of the existing fabric and completion of a measured survey.  The proposals aim to meet the 
detailed planning guidance of Dartmoor National Park’s Core Strategy and within the spirit of Chapter 
15 of the NPPF July 2021. 

 
d. Design 
The principal philosophy has been to work within the constraints of the existing fabric, repurposing the 
former boiler house for the new wc accommodation.  It is essential that the rural character of the church 
and churchyard are retained, with grass paths rather than hard landscaping.  Following conversations with 
the PCC it is agreed that the provision of ambulant disabled wc facilities is an appropriate solution for 
this listed church within the provisions of the Discrimination Act 2010. 

 
e. Use 
F1(f) Place of Worship - Church of England Parish Church. 
 
 

B ACCESS 
 
1. General 

The works do not result in changes to the existing access of the building. 
 
2. Public Transport 

Brentor church served by Dartline Coaches from North Brentor War Memorial bus stop approximately 
100m north west of the church.  The 118 service runs to Tavistock (for Plymouth) and Okehampton 
six/seven times in each direction Monday to Saturday. 
 
The nearest railway station is at Plymouth, which is 32km (20 miles) to the south providing regular 
services to Cornwall, Bristol, London, Midlands and the north. 
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The church does not have a dedicated car park, although there is on street parking on the road 
immediately outside the church and leading up to the War Memorial. 

 
3. Disabled Access 

The proposed works will result in no physical alterations to internal floor levels or door widths. 
 
4. Emergency Services 

None of the alterations will diminish the existing access for emergency vehicles.  Vehicular access to site 
is via the Lydford to Tavistock road. 
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