
BRENTOR CHURCH 
Sunday 18th December 2022 

Advent Holy Communion 
4thSunday of Advent 

Led by the 
Reverend Tony Vigars 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We warmly welcome everyone joining our service 

All children (quiet or noisy) are welcome to church, toys are at 

the back, and parents, please don’t worry about them! 

 
 
 



The Gathering  
A Hymn may be sung 
 

In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit, 

All: Amen. 
 

The Greeting  
 The Lord be with you 
All: and also with you. 
 

Prayer of Preparation 
All: Almighty God, 

to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

Invitation to Confession 
Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, 
firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments 
and to live in love and peace with all. 

 
All: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 

we have sinned against you 
and against our neighbour 
in thought and word and deed, 
through negligence, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry 



and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
who died for us, 
forgive us all that is past 
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 
to the glory of your name. 
Amen. 

 

Kyrie Eleison 
 Lord, have mercy. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 
 
 Christ, have mercy. 
All: Christ, have mercy. 
 
 Lord, have mercy. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 
 

The Absolution 
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen. 
 

The Collect for today 
Let us pray… 

All: Amen 
 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 
First Reading: Isaiah 7: v10-16 

10 Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11 Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let 
it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven. 12 But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I 
will not put the LORD to the test. 13 Then Isaiah said: ‘Hear then, O house of 
David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God 



also? 14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young 
woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him 
Immanuel. 15 He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to 
refuse the evil and choose the good. 16 For before the child knows how to 
refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings you 
are in dread will be deserted. 
 This is the word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Reading 
 
 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to… 
All: Glory to you, O Lord. 

18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his 
mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, 
she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19 Her husband Joseph, 
being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, 
planned to dismiss her quietly. 20 But just when he had resolved to do this, 
an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph, son of 
David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in 
her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you are to name him 
Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.’ 22 All this took place to fulfil 
what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 

23 ‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
    and they shall name him Emmanuel’, 

which means, ‘God is with us.’ 24 When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as 
the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25 but had no 
marital relations with her until she had borne a son;[b] and he named him 
Jesus. 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord 
All: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+1%3A18+-+25&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-23170b


A Hymn may be sung 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ, 
 let us pray to the Father 
 
Prayers are offered for the church and for the world. One of the following 
responses may be used. 
 
 Lord, in your mercy 
All: Hear our prayer. 
 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 

The Peace 
 We are the body of Christ. 
 In the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body. 
 Let us then pursue all that makes for peace 
 and builds up our common life. 
 
 The peace of the Lord be always with you 
All: And also with you. 
 
 Let us offer one another a sign of peace 

 
Taking of the Bread and Wine 
 
A Hymn may be sung 
 
 Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, 
 the glory, the splendour, and the majesty; 
 for everything in heaven and on earth is yours. 
All: All things come from you, 
 and of your own do we give you. 
 
 Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: 



 through your goodness 
 we have this bread to set before you, 
 which earth has given and human hands have made. 
 It will become for us the bread of life. 
All: Blessed be God for ever. 
 
 Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: 
 through your goodness 
 we have this wine to set before you, 
 fruit of the vine and work of human hands. 
 It will become for us the cup of salvation. 
All: Blessed be God for ever. 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
 The Lord is here. 
All: His Spirit is with us. 
 
 Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

Eucharistic Prayer A 
 It is indeed right, 

it is our duty and our joy, 
at all times and in all places 
to give you thanks and praise, 
holy Father, heavenly King, 
almighty and eternal God, 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 

 For he is your living Word; 
through him you have created all things from the beginning, 
and formed us in your own image. 
Through him you have freed us from the slavery of sin, 
giving him to be born of a woman and to die upon the cross; 



you raised him from the dead 
and exalted him to your right hand on high. 
Through him you have sent upon us 
your holy and life-giving Spirit, 
and made us a people for your own possession. 
Therefore with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
for ever praising you and saying: 

 
All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Please kneel or sit 

Accept our praises, heavenly Father, 
through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
and as we follow his example and obey his command, 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us his body and his blood; 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 



in remembrance of me. 
Therefore, heavenly Father, 
we remember his offering of himself 
made once for all upon the cross; 
we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; 
we look for the coming of your kingdom, 
and with this bread and this cup 
we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 

 
Great is the mystery of faith: 

All: Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 

 
Accept through him, our great high priest, 
this our sacrifice of thanks and praise, 
and as we eat and drink these holy gifts 
in the presence of your divine majesty, 
renew us by your Spirit, 
inspire us with your love 
and unite us in the body of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Through him, and with him, and in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 
we worship you, Father almighty, 
in songs of everlasting praise: 

 
All: Blessing and honour and glory and power 
 be yours for ever and ever. 
 Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 

All:   Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 



thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

Breaking of the Bread 
We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 

All: Though we are many,  
we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 

 

Agnus Dei 
All: Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 

 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 

 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 

The Invitation to Communion 
Draw near with faith. 
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ 
which he gave for you, 



and his blood which he shed for you. 
Eat and drink 
in remembrance that he died for you, 
and feed on him in your hearts 
by faith with thanksgiving. 

 
All: We do not presume 

to come to this your table, merciful Lord, 
trusting in our own righteousness, 
but in your manifold and great mercies. 
We are not worthy 
so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table. 
But you are the same Lord 
whose nature is always to have mercy. 
Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, 
so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ 
and to drink his blood, 
that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body 
and our souls washed through his most precious blood, 
and that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. 
Amen. 

 

The Giving of Communion 
 

Prayer after Communion 
 
All:    Almighty God, 

we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out 
in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work 
to your praise and glory. 
Amen. 



 

The Dismissal- Blessing 
 The peace of God, 

which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds 
in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; 
 
… and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

All:    Amen. 
 
 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 
All: In the name of Christ. Amen 

 
Alongside this service outside the children are taking part in Forest 

Church with Amanda Harris. Last month was making the beautiful 

Christmas wreath as seen in the picture here and on the front cover. 

 

 

 

 

 
Please pray for all who are ill or anxious at home or in hospital, and those who have asked for our 
prayers:  Lin Bristow, Peter and Carol Cameron, Dave, Becky, Alex, Shirley, Brian, Archie, Julia Whitcomb, 
Maureen, Val, Zach Ogden, Diana Stone, David G, Great Uncle Roy, Dan and Susie, Philip, Mihaela, Greg, 
also Wendy and Pete. 
Please pray for the souls of the recently departed, their family and friends.  
Your prayers this week are asked for:                                                                                                     
Mon    On International Human Solidarity Day, we pray that all will be united in Jesus Christ                                                                                                                        
Tues     Those worried about the cost of Christmas on top of other things  
Wed     All the people working over Christmas especially the emergency services 
Thurs    Safe travel for families and friends gathering for a joyful Christmas 
Fri         Thoughts and prayers for the homeless and the Charities that support them, Crisis and Shelter 
among others. 
Sat        Christmas Eve, all welcome for worship and praise 
Next week at Christ Church:                                                                                                                                    
Christmas Eve: 04:00pm-Nativity Crib Service with Sally Pancheri and Amanda Harris 
11:00pm: Midnight Mass with the Reverend Dr Hazel Butland and Wendy Roderick 
Christmas Day: 10:00pm- Family Communion with the Reverend Rosie Illingworth and Amanda Harris  
Christmas Day at St Michael’s- 03:00pm- Carol Service with Wendy Roderick and Rev Dr Hazel Butland 

Please also continue enjoying our Services online see the website  brentorchurch.org.uk                                                                                                                      
Donations to support the upkeep of the building and the work of the church are welcome. If you would 

like to make a regular donation, please contact either David or Helen Harris about the Parish Giving 
Scheme.  
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